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------------------ Message from the President ------------------- 

Roma Lodge Brothers: 
 
I hope everyone had a Merry 
Christmas and I wish you all a 
Happy New Year! 
 
Both the children's and adult 
Christmas parties were 
successful.  Thank you to 
Dave and Bri Silvani and their 
helpers for organizing the 
Children's event, and to 
Briana Graan and staff for 
making the adult party 
memorable. 
 
On December 17th, John 
Grycowski, a 26-year member 
of Roma Lodge, passed away.  
He leaves behind his wife 
Sarah and two children Alex 
and Amy.  My condolences go 
to the family of John. 
 
The restaurant is open on 
Wednesday evenings for the 
buffet, and Friday and 
Saturday nights with a full 
menu and new specials each 
weekend.  Please check your 
emails weekly for the 
Wednesday buffet menu and 
weekend specials. 

Reservations are encouraged 
to help us plan staffing and 
food preparation.  The 
reservation line is 
262-886-8850. 
 
Buffet pricing: 
• $14.00 for adults 
• $13.00 for seniors 
               (55 and older) 
• $8.00 for children 
 
BINGO! attendance remains 
excellent, with many new 
participants joining Roma 
Lodge BINGO!.  This 
important club function relies 
on numerous volunteers.  As 
you can see from the 
“BINGO! Captains” schedule 
in this newsletter we are in 
need of captains for May, July, 
August and October.  A 
captain’s job is to get people 
to sell extra sheets on the 
floor. It is not a difficult job 
and people that sell sheets 
find it an enjoyable time with 
friends.  If you can help, 
please contact Dennis 
Porcaro, Mike Peratt, or me.   
 
 

If you are interested in 
becoming more involved, 
please consider joining one of 
our many committees or 
helping to organize and run 
social events throughout the 
year.  For any other area of 
interest, feel free to contact 
me or any board member.  
Member involvement and 
participation remain essential 
to our ongoing success. 
 

 The next Roma Lodge 

Membership meeting 

will be held on Friday, 

January 9th at 7:00 PM. 

 The next Board of 

Directors meeting will 

be held on Tuesday, 

January 6th at 6:30 PM. 

 

All members are welcome at 
the board meeting.  If you 
wish to speak, please request 
permission ahead of time by 
contacting me. 
 

Jon Morelli 
President 
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Buon Compleanno e Tanti Auguri! 

Happy Birthday!!! to our Roma Lodge brothers born in January 
January 1 Robert Matson January 19 Carmelo Bruno January 29 Gary Lisiecki 
  Russ Weyers   Timothy Vite January 30  Michael Bishop 
January 2 Richard Nygro January 20 William Chiapete   Jeffrey Raffini 
January 4 Gary Lipor   Michael Fumo   
January 6 David Arvai   Donald Vena   
  Tim Monfeli January 22 Michael Peratt   
January 9 Joe Cicero January 24 Randy Adamowicz   
January 11 Frank Mazzie  James Carravetta   
January 12 Keith Redell January 25 Joseph Grauwels   
January 17 Jay Villani January 28 Roger DeRose   
January 18 Matt Montemurro   Patrick Diem   

List compiled from the Roma Lodge Membership File.  Contact Pat Tierney, teamtierney@sbcglobal.net if corrections are 

needed. 

 

 

    * * * Lodge Membership Dues Reminder * * * 
Roma Lodge Member Dues must be paid by January 31, 2026.  Failure to 
make payment will result in a suspended membership.  If extraordinary 
circumstances prevent a member from paying his dues on time, said member 
should contact Membership Secretary Pat Tierney at 262-960-2855 to discuss 
their situation. 

Candidate For Roma Lodge Membership 
The following candidate will be presented for approval at the January, 2026 membership meeting: 
 
Victor Guglielmi (Vic), Age 84, Resides in Mount Pleasant 
Former Lodge member who left in good standing and is relocating from Florida 
Occupation: Coil Winder for Square-D 
Married to Marie Guglielmi (32 years), 4 children ranging in age from 50-65 years old 
Proponent is Joe Lipari  
 

mailto:teamtierney@sbcglobal.net
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Obituaries 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

John Peter Grycowski 
February 5, 1962 – December 17, 2025 

John Peter Grycowski, age 63, of Racine, 
Wisconsin, passed away on December 
17, 2025, at Aurora Hospital. 

John was born on February 5, 1962, in 
Racine, Wisconsin.  He was preceded in 
death by his mother, Eva Rawley (née 
Chiappetta); his biological father, 
Leonard Grycowski; and his stepfather, 
Robert Rawley. 

John is survived by his beloved wife, 
Sarah Grycowski (née Zukowski); his 
children, Alex Grycowski (Daena) and 
Amy Grycowski (KJ Banse); his cherished 
grandchildren, Norah Grycowski (4) and 
Layla Grycowski (2); and his 
stepbrothers, Tod Rawley, Scott Rawley, 
and James Rawley. 

John dedicated more than 30 years of 
his life to serving the community as a 
social worker with Racine County 
Human Services. 

Family was at the center of John’s life. 
He treasured time spent with his loved 
ones and took great pride in being a 
husband, father, and grandfather.  He 
enjoyed gathering with family, cheering 
on his favorite teams as an avid 
Milwaukee Brewers and Green Bay 
Packers fan, and sharing meals he loved 
to cook.  He also found joy in gardening 
and the simple moments spent 
together.  John was a member of Roma 
Lodge and St. John Nepomuk Parish. 

A Mass of Christian Burial celebrating 
John’s life was held at 11:30 am, 
Monday, December 29, 2025, at St. 
John Nepomuk Catholic Church, 1903 
Green St. with Rev. Craig Richter 
officiating.   Entombment followed at 
Calvary Garden Crypts.   Relatives and 
friends were welcomed to meet with 
the family for Visitation on Monday at 
10:00am.   A Roma Lodge Service was 
held at the church at 11:00 a.m. prior to 
the Mass at 11:30 am.  In lieu of 
flowers, memorial donations may be 
made to a charity of the donor’s 
choosing. 

John will be remembered for his deep 
love for his family, his kindness, and his 
lifelong commitment to serving others. 
He will be deeply missed by all who 
knew and loved him.  
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Obituaries – (continued) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Julie Anne Ruffalo 
July 28, 1935 – December 2, 2025 

Julie Ann Ruffalo was born July 28, 1935, on Forrest Street 
in Racine to David and Julia Praeger and was the youngest 
of 10 children. She completed her earthly journey on 
December 2, 2025.  She passed away peacefully at home, 
with family present. 
 
A proud graduate of William Horlick High School, Class of 
1953, Julie carried her Racine roots with her throughout 
her life.  On July 27, 1957, she married the love of her life, 
Emil Peter Ruffalo, at St. John Nepomuk Catholic Church. 
Together they built a life full of joy, adventure, and 
unwavering devotion to family. 
 
Julie was a beautiful woman—inside and out—and she 
understood the magic of a good hair day. Thanks to her 
loyal stylists Berdell and Rose, she took pleasure in her 
weekly Friday hair appointment. 
 
An extraordinary cook and baker, Julie perfected the art of 
Italian cuisine under the guidance of her beloved mother-
in-law, Theresa Ruffalo (Infusino), during her early married 
years.  Her iconic Monday night pasta dinners became a 
cherished family tradition that lasted for decades.  She 
passed her culinary secrets along with her love of feeding 
others, to her daughters, who treasure them dearly. 
 
Though most of her life was spent as a dedicated wife and 
homemaker, Julie also worked at several Racine 
establishments, including Marigold Dairy Malt Shop, 
Lincoln Bakery, Pokorny’s Drug Store (best hot fudge 
sundae in town), Wisconsin Natural Gas, Goldblatt’s, King 
Ehrlich’s, Coiffure by Pauline doing payroll, and later at 
Boston Store and Younkers during the holiday rush. 
 

Julie found joy in tending her flower garden, golfing, and 
traveling the world with Emil.  They also enjoyed winters 
at their Ft. Myers Beach condo where family often joined 
them.  She also enjoyed yearly family road trips across the 
U.S. that created memories still shared today. 
 
She also enjoyed a little sparkle of luck at the blackjack 
table or slot machine and often walked away a winner. 
 
Julie was a lifetime member of the Vittoria Colonna Lodge, 
where she was an avid bocce player in the women’s bocce 
league, and with her husband in a Roma Lodge couple’s 
league.  She shared decades of camaraderie and 
competition with dear family and friends. 
 
Above all, Julie adored her family.  She lovingly introduced 
her four children by their affectionate titles: “#1 oldest 
son, #1 oldest daughter, #1 youngest daughter, and #1 
youngest son.” 
 
Her grandchildren and great-grandchildren were her 
greatest joy, each one cherished deeply. 
 
Julie leaves behind a legacy of warmth, laughter, 
generosity, and tradition and family strengthened by her 
love, nourished by her cooking, and forever guided by her 
gentle, joyful spirit.  May her memory continue to bloom 
in every garden, every family gathering, and every shared 
meal she inspired. 
 
Julie is survived by her children David (Bridget) Ruffalo, 
Ann Marie Ruffalo, and Jane Ruffalo; her grandchildren 
Ryan (Krystal) Sorenson, Sabrina Ruffalo, and Anthony 
Ruffalo; and her great-grandchildren Maebelle, Rocky, and 
Bo Sorenson. She will also be missed by many nieces and 
nephews. 
 
She is preceded in death by her son John Peter Ruffalo; 
her beloved husband Emil Peter Ruffalo; her parents; and 
her nine siblings. 
 
A Mass of Christian Burial celebrating Julie’s life was held 
at 11:00 a.m., on December 11, 2025, at St. Paul the 
Apostle Catholic Church, 6400 Spring Street, with Rev. 
Thomas Vathappallil officiating.  Visitation took place from 
9:30 a.m. until time of Mass at 11:00 a.m.  A Vittoria 
Colonna Lodge service took place just prior to the Mass. 
Interment followed at Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Hwy. 
32.  
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Funeral Service Representation – January through March 
 

Lodge members whose names are within the range Adamowicz, Randy – DeMatthew, Jeffrey 

are expected to attend deceased members’ funeral services, to represent the Lodge, during the 
calendar quarter listed above.  
 
You are not required to attend every funeral; however, you are encouraged to attend at least one, if 
the occasion arises, during the quarter.  All Roma Lodge members are encouraged to attend the 
funeral services of their deceased brothers.  A special Roma Lodge sign-in book will be on hand at the 
service for members to log their attendance. 

 

 
DOORS OPEN – 4:00 PM 

FOOD SERVICE – 4:45 PM 

BINGO! START – 6:00 PM 

 

If you would like to volunteer your time, please contact one of the following: 
 Jon Morelli:  262-994-2861 – roma.secretary.jam@gmail.com 
 Dennis Porcaro:  262-884-9121 – apprlservices@netscape.net 
 

The table at the right lists currently scheduled BINGO! Captains for 2026.  
We need people interested in being captains to step up and volunteer.  
for the months that are unassigned.. 
 
Each captain is required to secure volunteers to sell cards on the floor. 
 
In addition to captains, we need volunteers to step up to learn the role of 
selling game cards (this job requires you to be at BINGO! from 
4:00 PM – 6:00 PM at a minimum).  We can also use volunteers to learn 
the other jobs of BINGO!. 
 
Please consider giving your time on a Thursday afternoon and/or 
evening.  BINGO! is an important source of income for Roma Lodge. 

 

The next Membership meeting is scheduled  
for Friday, January 9th  at 7pm. 
 
 
 

Sick and Shut-ins 

On behalf of the members of Roma Lodge, the Sick and Shut-ins Committee sends flowers 
to the funeral of deceased members as well as “Get Well” cards to members who are 
hospitalized or ailing at home. If you know of a Roma Lodge brother who passed away, is 
hospitalized or ill at home, contact Steve Rawlinko, srawlinko@wi.rr.com or by phone at 
(262) 308-7997. 

 

 

mailto:roma.secretary.jam@gmail.com
mailto:apprlservices@netscape.net
mailto:srawlinko@wi.rr.com
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January 2026 

Friday Saturday 

2nd Steve Rawlinko 3rd Steve Rawlinko 

9th Dave Silvani 10th Dave Silvani 
16th Keith Stannis 17th Keith Stannis 

23rd Frank Bisotti 24th Frank Bisotti 
30th Jon Morelli 31st Jon Morelli 

 

January 2026 EVENTS 
  

Tuesday, January 6 Board Of Directors Meeting – 6:30pm 

Friday, January 9 Membership Meeting – 7pm 

  

  

  

 

February 2026 EVENTS                      

Tuesday, February 10 Board Of Directors Meeting – 6:30pm 

Friday, February 13 Membership Meeting – 7pm 

Saturday. February 14 Valentine’s day 

Saturday. February 14 Puzzle Challenge Night – 7pm 

 
  

Bocce Schedules 
To view Bocce Schedules, click the following link: 

https://www.romalodge.org/members/leag
ue-schedulesroster-sheetbocce-rules 

 

https://www.romalodge.org/members/league-schedulesroster-sheetbocce-rules
https://www.romalodge.org/members/league-schedulesroster-sheetbocce-rules
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Roma Lodge Patio Brick Program 

 

Become a permanent fixture at Roma Lodge!! 
 

Consider the Roma Lodge Patio Brick Program 

Some ideas are: 
 Your name and when you joined Roma Lodge. 
 For deceased family members – when they were members. 
 In memory of a loved one. 
 All Family members’ names. 
 Imagine a brick and add it to the patio. 

 
If interested, please fill out the order form on the next page and return to 
Dennis Porcaro.  You can also order by scanning the QR code below or going to 
https://roma-lodge.square.site 
 
Orders taken will be completed and installed as time and conditions permit. 
 
 

 

https://roma-lodge.square.site/
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Roma Lodge Patio Brick Program 
 

Bricks are available to members of both Roma Lodge and Vittoria Colonna. 
 
Each brick serves as a testimony of your support and commitment to a lasting memorial to family and 
friends for generations to come 

 
BRICK OPTIONS 

4” x 8” brick consisting of three lines of type, 12 characters per line is $75.00. 
12” x 12” brick consisting of six lines of type, 15 characters per line is $200.00. 

Check must accompany your order 
 

To purchase a brick please contact: 
Dennis Porcaro 

Phone (262) 884-9121     Email -  apprlservices@netscape.net 
 

4” by 8” Brick 
NOTE:  Spaces count as letters. 

            

            

            

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 

12” x 12” Brick 
NOTE: Spaces count as letters. 

               

               

               

               

               

               

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

  

BRICKS WILL BE INSTALLED AS TIME AND CONDITIONS PERMIT 

Buyer Name:   ________________________________________________________________ 

Address:   ____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  _______________________________________________________________ 

mailto:pjohnson@cordeck.com
mailto:pjohnson@cordeck.com
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Roma Lodge Clothing Store 
 

Members interested in ordering Roma Lodge clothing can now do so by directly ordering from 
The Lettering Machine. 
 
TO ORDER FROM THE WEBSTORE: 

Visit https://theletteringmachine.com/RomaLodge/shop/home 
 
Feel free to call The Lettering Machine at (262) 652-4177 if you have any questions. Thank you for your business! 

 
The submission deadline for information to be published in the February, 2026 Newsletter 
is January 28, 2026 at 5pm.   
Comments, suggestions and articles of interest to our members are welcome and will only be 
acknowledged and/or acted upon if submitted to roma.newsletter.mpk@gmail.com.  Items submitted for 
publication must contain complete information.     

 
President Jon Morelli romalodge.president.jam@gmail.com  262-994-2861 
Vice President Dennis Porcaro apprlservices@netscape.net 262-994-3111 
Parliamentarian Michael Clementi clementi3415@gmail.com 262-939-3416 
Recording Secretary Mike Garbo romalodge.secretary.msg@gmail.com 262-939-6291 
Membership Secretary Pat Tierney teamtierney@sbcglobal.net 262-960-2855 
Treasurer Pat Diem Pjdiem@outlook.com 414-530-2988 
Director – ’24-‘26 Carmelo Bruno carmelo.bruno8888@gmail.com 847-533-8888 
Director – ’24-‘26 Greg Pierangeli idocgregtpier@yahoo.com 870-882-1715 
Director – ’24-‘26 Eric Andersen e.c.andersenstables.llc@gmail.com  262-989-4276 
Director – ’24-‘26 Bill Pucci, Jr. wmpucci50@gmail.com 262-939-3452 
Director – ’25-‘27 Matt Montemurro m.montemurro@sbcglobal.net  262-989-1477 
Director – ’25-‘27 Steve Rawlinko srawlinko@wi.rr.com 262-308-7997 
Director – ’25-‘27 Dave Silvani dsilvani@live.com 262-321-1604 
Director – ’25-‘27 Keith Stannis keithstannis@gmail.com 262-939-6008 
Past President Frank Bisotti fbisotti@ameritech.net 262-914-1880 

 

https://romalodge.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353315904f5e98de7a1445318&id=3e865f1d14&e=ee2af533f4
mailto:roma.newsletter.mpk@gmail.com
mailto:romalodge.president.jam@gmail.com
mailto:apprlservices@netscape.net
file:///C:/Users/Michael/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/clementi3415@gmail.com
mailto:romalodge.secretary.msg@gmail.com
mailto:teamtierney@sbcglobal.net
mailto:Pjdiem@outlook.com
mailto:carmelo.bruno8888@gmail.com
mailto:idocgregtpier@yahoo.com
mailto:e.c.andersenstables.llc@gmail.com
mailto:wmpucci50@gmail.com
mailto:m.montemurro@sbcglobal.net
mailto:srawlinko@wi.rr.com
mailto:dsilvani@live.com
mailto:keithstannis@gmail.com
mailto:fbisotti@ameritech.net

